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philosopher. Only when this gulf between the Creator and the Created is bridged over will the breach, between man and man be closed. Here only have we a firm ground for the realization of .the idea of humanity, the brotherly unity and equality of all men .as regards origin and destiny. This shows the immeasurable importance of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity for the world's culture,* a doctrine which is also remarkably attested by the history of heathen religions.
No less firmly and deeply founded should our position in these days be with regard to the defense of miracles. The negation of the miraculous proceeds partly from a false idea of God, partly from an incorrect, mechanical conception of the world; and, we may add, for the most part from the arbitrary assumption . that, because no miracles happen nowadays, none have ever happened. If God be, as we Christians*believe, a free, personal, extra-mundane Will, whose influence, nevertheless, is omnipresent throughout the whole creation, then the approach to every point of , this creation must be always open to him, and this necessitates the possibility of miracles. Doubtless the created world is relatively independent; but can the
* Cf. Hundeshagen, "Die Natur and geschichtliche Entwickeliing der Humanitatsidee."